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Our meeting on 19 December 

featured story telling by our 

members about Christmases past.  

Several of our members shared 

poignant accounts of very modest celebrations that were dictated by the 

modesty of their families and the number of children that had to be fed and 

clothed.  Sharing our stories provided insights and admiration for our fellow 

Rotarians because we have all learned that life was not always easy for us.  

Anatol has been a great exchange student and a real asset to our club.  On 

15 December he was part of the judging panel for the Light Up in 

Cumberland Festival and had a great time with the Rotarians involved.  Our 

club presented Anatol with an early Christmas gift and a card we all signed.  

Although it is the tradition in Austria to open gifts on Christmas eve, we all 

encouraged him to reveal what was in the box on Tuesday.  His smile tells 

it all.  Mac reported that Anatol put his shirt on when he got home and 

would not take it off…..    
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Light Up in Cumberland —15 & 16 December

 
Members of our club gave generously of their time and talents to serve on the organizing committee for the 

first annual Light Up in Cumberland Festival and also acted as judges of the decoration of homes, businesses, 

industrial sites, the truckers’ cavalcade and an overall prize.  Each prize was $1,000 donated by three 

developers who were called by President-Elect Keith. 

It is well to give when asked but it is better to give unasked, through understanding.  

Kahlil Gibran 


