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The worst of the worst and the poorest of the poor is how Gem & Gabriel Munroe of Amarok 
described Bangladesh. Dhaka the capital has 22 million people and the country is the most 
densely populated in the world. Gem and his family moved from Vancouver six years ago to 
Dhaka to try and make a difference in the world.  
 
Amarok Society brings a revolutionary solution to a chronic humanitarian problem. 
  
What do you do in a land where there is no money to build schools for the millions of 
uneducated children? 
 
How do you reach into the hearts of destitute communities to inspire lasting change in a way 
that's sustainable and cost-effective? 
 
Amarok Society effects miraculous changes in the lives of thousands of Bangladeshi children 
through our unusual and daring design for educating the dwellers of desperately poor slums. 

Bringing the Light of Service to the Community and the World through Rotary 



  
We empower mothers. 
 
Amarok Society teaches uneducated mothers how to read and write, and then teaches the 
mothers to be neighbourhood teachers - educating their own and their neighbours' children 
every day in their homes. Yes, it seemed like a terrific idea to us, too, and we were right. 
  
There are over 70,000,000 children in the world who are too poor to go to school. Thinking 
people will recognize this as a world problem, not a third world problem. Conventional 
approaches are not working for these 'bottom hundre



Month of June   Alinda and Adri 
Month of July   Keith and Linda 
 
Duties: Arrive at 6:30 am and set up the room, put up banners, greet 
members when they arrive. At the end of meeting, put everything 
away. 
Have Fun!!! 



During the 1980s, John built a successful career with the firm, now known as Ernst & 
Young LLP, in Victoria. He capped off his public practice career in Saskatchewan, 
working with E&Y's Regina office from 1990 to 1997, including four years as office 
managing partner. 
 
Soon after returning to Victoria in 1997, John took on his current role as vice-president of 
finance with The Chew Companies, a privately held group of small, diverse businesses.  
He was successful in working himself out of half of this job when he semi-retired in 
2010.  He is also a partner in the Victoria Harbour Ferry Co. 

 

His involvement with Rotary began with his transfer to Saskatchewan when he joined the 
Regina North Rotary Club.  Three years later, he became its President.  On returning to 
Victoria in 1997, he joined the Harbourside Club, and within four years, he was President 
there too.  He brags that President is the only elected office he’s ever held in Rotary.  
Because of his relative newness to Harbourside, his first tasks were a reorganization and 
writing a members’ handbook, a document updated and still in use today.  In 2001, while 
president of the club, its Foundation received a $1 million bequest, and John steered the 
process to restructure the Foundation to become a more accountable organization and to 
engage professionals to manage the money. 
 
He enjoyed a short temporary stint as treasurer of the Club, but his main involvement in 
recent years was a five year assignment chairing the Club’s major fundraiser, the 
Harbourside Hoot dinner and auction. 
 
  

Three handsome male dogs are walking down the street when they see a beautiful, 
enticing, female Poodle. The three male dogs fall all over themselves in an effort to be 
the one to reach her first, but end up arriving in front of her at the same time. The males 
are speechless before her beauty, slobbering on themselves and hoping for just a glance 
from her in return. Aware of her charms and her obvious effect on the three suitors, she 
decides to be kind and tells them “The first one who can use the words “liver” and 
“cheese” together in an imaginative, intelligent sentence can go out with me.” The 
sturdy, muscular black Lab speaks up quickly and says “I love liver and cheese.” “Oh, 
how childish,” said the Poodle. “That shows no imagination or intelligence whatsoever.” 


