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Our speaker last week was Jessica Dawe, 
“The Bug Lady” who joined us from her 
home in Errington to enlighten us on natures 
way of providing balance in the environment 
through the population of different insects 
that we refer to as bugs.  Jessica started her 
business in 1998 to provide an alternate 
method of dealing with harmful insects in the 
garden.  She is an avid gardener as well.  She 
emphasized that all bugs have a role in the 
environment.  Without these insects, our 
environment would be out of balance.  The 
vast majority of bugs are beneficial.  Jessica 
did acknowledge that there is a place for chemical pesticides but their use 
must be severely limited.  People must decide if a bug is in fact a problem.  
Some people do have issues with certain insect stings and sometimes nests 
of wasps have to be eliminated.  She suggested placing a piece of rag on a 
stick, dousing it with alcohol and setting it alight was a less harmful (to the 
environment) that a chemical pesticide.  There are 5 categories of insects: 
1. plant eaters (aphids, cutworms, etc), 2. 
pollinators (bees, etc),  3. processors (ants, slugs, 
etc), 4. parasites (nematodes, etc feed on other 
insects) 5. predators (ladybugs, wasps, etc, also 
feed on other insects).  Nature has evolved the 
populations of insects and each has its particular 
role in the scheme of things.  Check out:     
  www.thebuglady.ca 

August is:  
Membership 
Development & 
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Announcements—What’s Happening in our Club—Please Read 
• Jill Cornwell continues to be interested in suggestions for speakers:  jcornwell@shaw.ca  She is also 

accepting donations of good books for the Cumberland Lodge Library we have helped establish. 

• John C gave a presentation on Group Study Exchanges and how they work and provided details on how 
to apply to become a Team Leader (Rotarian) or a Team Member (Non-Rotarian).  Trips this Rotary year 
to District 2260 Norway and District 4130 Mexico. Mexico is set for Apr.6/08 to May 5/08 Norway is set 
for Apr. 22/08 to May 22/08.  Application forms for team leader and team member and other 
information may be downloaded from:  http://www.rotary5020.org/foundation/exchange/index.php   
Applications to Bob Fenty bomarfenty@telus.net District GSE Chair by Aug 31/07 and interviews in 
Victoria Sept. 22, 23.  

• 2007 Extravaganza Italiana   Debbie Lemire reminded us that we have received only 29 auction items 
and that we are aiming for a target of 200 items so, please, find sponsors, services and articles for the 
auction, etc.  Linda challenged us all to bring in 10 items—those who do will be entered in a draw for a 
$50 gift certificate.    

• John Jones provided a summary of our financial position, which is healthy and President Keith outlined 
our intention to install at least two bus shelters in the Village of Cumberland this year.   In addition, he 
announced that he would be stepping down as club treasurer, having served in that capacity for 2 years.  
Mac thanked John on behalf of all of us for his dedication to the task. 

• President Keith encourages all of us to bring a guest to breakfast who might be a potential Rotarian.  
The club will pick up the tab for breakfast.  August is the month we emphasize the importance of 
membership development in Rotary.  Nurture existing members and recruit new ones.  Because of our 
club’s small size, 2/3 of our total membership currently serves as members of the Executive, Board and 
on committees.  “More Hands Make Light Work”…President Keith will make the first member who brings 
two new members into our club this year, a Paul Harris Fellow.  Don’t forget to complete the DG’s form 
for points distributed by president Keith.  Those who inadvertently left their form on their table last 
week can get a new one from our Sgt-at-Arms in exchange for a contribution. 

• John C has tickets available for the Extravaganza Italiana.  Reserve yours NOW!  $25 per person.  Make 
sure you have some extras to sell to people in our community who will ask you for some. 

 
• Stop the Presses! Dave Bossom has injured his knee and is temporarily unable to get around easily.  

Send him a note or give him a call. 
 

Today’s Speaker (21 August):   Ryan Thorburn—The Comox Valley Volunteer 
Bike Squad. 
August Greeters:  Dodie Brand and Jill Cornwell 
Greeters’ Duties:   Arrive by 6:30 AM, set up room—hang banners, arrange flags, guest register, bell and 
gavel, name tag box, place sandwich board on sidewalk, greet everyone as people arrive and hand out badges, 
help with visitors’ name tags and make-up cards.  At end of meeting, return room to original condition by 
putting everything away—please don’t leave the sandwich board on the sidewalk after the meeting. 

 



             

    Rotary Moment 

 

Polio Just a 'Plane Ride Away' 

By Vanessa N. Glavinskas—Rotary International News    

A 22-year-old Pakistani student was released from an Australian hospital today, after recovering from the polio 
virus.  A national health alert was issued in Australia on 13 July after the student was diagnosed with polio, the first 
case of the virus in the country in 21 years.  Another case of polio was also detected in Chad last month. Rotary's 
PolioPlus Partners program quickly released US$241,000 to support urgent preventive immunization activities in 
neighbouring Sudan, amid continued political unrest in the country.  International PolioPlus Committee Chair Bob 
Scott calls the outbreaks a "wake-up call."   "It proves beyond a doubt that polio in your polio-free country is just a 
plane ride away," Scott says. "It's essential to continue with the PolioPlus program." 

The student contracted the disease while visiting his native Pakistan, one of the four remaining polio-endemic 
countries. He experienced symptoms, including initial paralysis, and recovered at Melbourne's Box Hill Hospital. He 
was isolated from the community until he tested negative for the virus.  After learning about the case from Jenny 
Horton, a Rotary club member who consults for the World Health Organization on the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative in Pakistan, Melbourne-area Rotarians reacted quickly to support the student's recovery.                                

Arrangements were made to provide the student with new clothes, since his clothing had been confiscated in case 
it carried the virus.  Jennifer Coburn, of the Rotary Club of Mont Albert & Surrey Hills, Victoria, went to visit the 
patient in isolation, lifting his spirits by bringing him books, puzzles, and the daily newspaper. 

"This is a definite and very easy way to assist a person in need of support," says Coburn, noting how far the student 
is from his family, and the intense media scrutiny he had been under after the alert was issued. "He is really 
delighted that he is receiving support from Rotary. The need for human interaction is so important." 

Courtesy: eFlash_Rotary 

Attendance 
 
Eighteen Cumberland Rotarians attended our meeting last week. Visiting Rotarians included:  Chip Ross of the RC 
of Strathcona Sunrise, and bent harder of the RC of Courtenay.   David Ross, Chip’s nephew attended as Chip’s 
guest. Jessica Dawe was our guest speaker. 

 
Anniversary  Congratulations to Mac and Doreen Fraser who celebrated their wedding anniversary on 16 
August. 
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Parting Shots—Orchard Work Party—12 Aug 

Cumberland Centennial Rocks! 

Chuckle Corner   

Notes To The Rural Milkman  

"Dear Milkman, I've just had a baby, please leave another one."  

"Please leave an extra pint of paralysed milk."  

"Please don't leave any more milk. All they do is drink it"  

"Milkman please close the gate behind you because the birds keep pecking the tops off the milk."  

"Sorry not to have paid your bill before, but my wife had a baby and I've been carrying it around in my pocket 
for weeks."  

"Sorry about yesterdays note. I didn't mean one egg and a dozen pints, but the other way round."  

"When you leave my milk knock on my bedroom window and wake me because I want you to give me a 
hand to turn the mattress."  

"Please knock. My television's broken down and I missed last night’s Sopranos.'  If you saw it, will you tell me 
what happened?"  

 

Steve and John C’s friend, Rob. try out the “new” mower while Dillon, Steve’s grandson, stands ready to lop! 


