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Our guest speaker last week 

was Dave Talbot, an educator 

and  Director of Oikocredit 

British Columbia.  Dave 

explained that Oikocredit 

(from the Greek word Oikos, 

meaning house, the place 

where people live together.  

Credit not only refers to the 

financial credit, it also refers 

to the “credo” of Oikocredit: 

the belief that economically 

poor people are reliable 

business partners who can 

create jobs and income for 

themselves, if only given 

credit.  Oikocredit is the 

largest micro-credit 

organization in the world with 

assets of $356 million.  Dave 

became involved in fair trade and then micro-credit when he became aware 

that people in other countries did not enjoy the same quality of life as 

Canadians; that life was not fair for all.  Dave explained that a micro-credit 

loan empowers people because they learn that they can earn more and pay 

their debts thus experiencing the dignity of self-sufficiency.  Loans are 

routinely paid back at the rate of 90%, significantly better than the “big” 

banks. www.oikocreit.org
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Announcements

 
Jill Cornwell continues to be interested in suggestions for speakers:  jcornwell@shaw.ca

 
A reminder that the club will pay the registration fees for anyone wishing to attend the District 
Leadership Training Assembly in Victoria on 24 & 25 February 2007.  Register on line for the DLTA and 
book your room.  The event will be at The Empress and the hotel is offering rooms at special rates. 
Bayne and Madelyn from the Youthact club are spearheading a fundraiser to hire a teacher for an 
orphanage (Chip’s project) in India by collecting refundable drink containers.  Please see if you can help. 
President Dave paid tribute to the group of young people in Cumberland who organized a successful 
New Year’s Eve dance and raise $6,000.00 for Cops for Cancer. 
Deb read a letter of thanks from the Salvation Army for our support of two families at Christmas and 
also read a card from Brazen who have done work for our club. 
President Dave suggested that a scrapbook be started as part of our club’s history. 
Cathe Egan described how she was able to do an e-make up by visiting e-club one.  Simply visit our 
website: www.rotarycc.org  then click on links and then on the e-club one link and all will be revealed. 
President Dave announced the passing of former District 5020 Foundation Chair, Al Brooks. 
John C discussed a proposal to order T shirts that would be emblazoned with “Rotarian at Work” and 
our club name.  If we order 24 or more, the cost to the club would be $8 US plus shipping, likely in the 
range of $12 Cdn each.  Please tell John the size and number you’d like and he’ll place an order by the 
end of the month. 
Steve announced that the Lantern Festival Foot Parade will be held on Saturday, 17 February. 
Work party at the orchard, Sunday 14 January at 10 AM. 

January Greeters:   Steve Galbraith and Ann Janssen      


