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Our guest speaker last week was 
Billy Strachan, a passionate young 
man who has decided to make a 
difference by raising awareness 
and funds to help people with  
AIDS and HIV in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.  Billy attended a gathering 
in Port Alberni in November 
2006 to hear an address by 
Steven Lewis and decided to 
energize others to  help him help 
the people affected by this 
disease.  24.5 million people in 
Africa are living with AIDS.  22.9 
million Africans have died.  There 
are 11,000 new infections and 
8,000 deaths each and every day.  
To place these numbers in a local 
perspective, if our Valley were 
suffering the same rate of deaths 
it would take just over a week for 

everyone to be gone.  As Steven Lewis has stated, the situation in Africa 
“shames and diminishes us all”.  We can’t ignore it.  Billy has launched a 
project he calls A Day For Africa.  Billy has decided to set aside the first 
four Saturdays in March, April, May and June 2008 to offer the services of 
volunteers to do chores for residents in return for a donation to a fund he 
has set up.  His goal is to raise $5,000.  He has spoken to 3 of the 4 Rotary 
clubs, has received donations of cash and kind and a matching pledge, up to 
$5,000, from a anonymous Rotarian in the RC of Strathcona Sunrise.  Our 
club will provide volunteer workers to help.  Businesses will also be 
involved.    adayforafrica@gmail.com 
 www.stephenlewisfoundation.org      

January is Rotary 
Awareness Month 
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Newest Cumberland Rotarian Inducted 

We officially welcomed our newest Rotarian, Wayne Giroday, 
to our club last week.  John C did the honours of officiating 
at the short ceremony.  As his sponsor, Jon Toogood, 
introduced Wayne as a person of great character and 
dedication to the service of others in our community.  
Welcome Wayne!  waynejg@shaw.ca 

Announcements—What’s Happening in our Club—Please Read 
• Jill Cornwell continues to be interested in suggestions for speakers:  jcornwell@shaw.ca  She is also 

accepting donations of good books for the Cumberland Lodge Library we have helped establish. 

• DG Norm Watts is arranging for train travel from Seattle to LA for the International Convention of 
Rotary International and encourages attendees to consider joining him. 

• Bob McQuillan reminded us that the Rotary Youth Exchange student in District 5020 will be hosted by 
Valley clubs arriving on 6 February and leaving on 10 February.  On Wednesday evening, all four clubs 
and spouses will gather at the Westerly to host the visitors and meet the students.  Billets are required 
for four nights.  The students’ program is full.  Anyone interested in hosting a student or two, please 
contact Mac Fraser: moon.shadow@shaw.ca .  Check with Jon Toogood: jmtoogood@yahoo.ca to 
obtain the necessary forms for background screening if you haven’t already done so. 

• Mac Fraser announced that our former exchange student, Anatol Gudenas, and his entire family will pay 
us a visit in the summer. 

• John Jones announced that Cumberland will hold its Heritage Faire on 23 February. 

• Board meeting on 10 January at 8 AM at Island Timberframe. 

• Our club website is in the process of being redesigned by Liz and she has offered to host it free. 

• District Leadership Training Assembly 23 & 24 February in Victoria. 

• District Conference in Parksville 29 May to 1 June. 

• Speaker (15 January):  Linda from Berwick House 

January Greeters:  Robb Flannery and John Challender 

Greeters’ Duties:   Arrive by 6:30 AM, set up room—hang banners, arrange flags, guest register, 
bell and gavel, name tag box, place sandwich board on sidewalk, greet everyone as people arrive and hand 
out badges, help with visitors’ name tags and make-up cards.  At end of meeting, return room to original 
condition by putting everything away—please don’t leave the sandwich board on the sidewalk. 
 



            Rotary Moment 

 
DECLARATION OF ROTARIANS IN BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS 

AS A ROTARIAN I AM EXPECTED TO: 

Consider my vocation as another opportunity to serve.   

Be faithful to the letter and to the spirit of the ethical codes of my vocation, to the laws of my 
country,  and to moral standards of my community.  

Do all in my power to dignify my vocation and to promote the highest ethical standards in my 
chosen vocation.  

Be fair to my employer, employees, associates, competitors, customers, the public and all those 
whom I have a business or professional relationship.  

Recognize the honour and respect due to all occupations, which are useful to society.  

Offer my vocational talents to provide opportunities for young people, to work for relief to the 
special needs of others and to improve the quality of life in my community.  

Adhere to honesty in my advertising and in all representation to the public concerning my business 
and profession.  

Neither seek from nor grant to fellow Rotarian a privilege or advantage not normally accorded to 
others in a business or professional relationship.   

Attendance 

20 Cumberland Rotarians attended our meeting on 8 January.  Visiting Rotarians: Al Bergquist, Bob McQuillan and 
Chip Ross from the Rotary Club of Strathcona Sunrise, Bent Harder, George Smyth and Christiana Smyth from the 
RC of Courtenay.    Billy Strachan was our guest speaker. 
 

January Anniversaries and Birthdays 
 
Anniversaries:  30 January—Rob and Margaret Neal. 
 
Birthdays:  4 Jan —Dave Bossom, 8 Jan—Chip Ross, 10 Jan—Deb Nolan, 30 Jan—Robb Flannery 
    Best wishes to all of you from all of us. 
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Parting Shots 
   

 

 
                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cumberland Centennial Rocks! 

Chuckle Corner    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The human race has only one really effective weapon and that is laughter.”- Mark 
Twain 

Debbie Lemire shared her video of the Light up Cumberland parade.  Here are a couple of views of 
the winning entry among the industrial trucks, Cumberland Ready Mix. 


