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• January is Rotary 
Awareness Month 

• Rotarians are 
encouraged to enhance 
the public image of 
Rotary.  Wear your 
Rotary pin and talk 
about Rotary to your 
friends and family.  
Highlight the work that 
Rotary has done and is 
doing to serve others in 
the community and the 
world. 
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Our Guest speaker last week was 
Rick Grinham Board Chair of 
School District 71 and President of 
the Coal Hills BMX Society.  Rick 
introduced us to a brief history and 
the development of Cumberland as 
an internationally recognized cen-
tre for BMX excellence.  The Soci-
ety is a not-for-profit organization 
run completely by volunteers that 
involves people from 3 to 62 years 
of age!  From 7 to 9 July of this 
year, the Society and Cumberland 
will host the Canadian National 
BMX Championships and will at-
tract about 500 participants from 
the USA and Canada, involve an-
other 1500 to 2000 people as sup-
porters and fans and bring an esti-
mated $25,000.00 in revenue to 
the community.  In his words of 
thanks to Rick, President Mac high-
lighted the passion and dedication 
that Rick has shown from the very 
beginning of the development of  

the excellent BMX racing facility within 
the Cumberland municipal park and 
recounted that Rick had had little  sup-
port from the municipality when he 
began the project.  Only four BMX 
tracks exist on the Island: in Cumber-
land, Victoria, Nanaimo and Qualicum 
and one is being developed to open in 
2006 in Campbell River.  An excellent 
presentation  by Rick to the club. 



Service Director Steve 
Galbraith gave a short update 
on the club’s involvement in the 
Taiwanese Lantern Festival 
Parade.  Liaising with Specialty 
Sawmill.  Ten drum band from 
Taiwan will be there all week. 
Premier Campbell to attend. 

 

Announcements 
• Jill, our Program Director, invites everyone to be on the alert for potential speakers and to 

pass names and topics to her at: 336-2882, 336-8524 or jcornwell@insurancentres.ca   
• Speakers Jill has lined up so far:  10 Jan—John C—Comox Valley Elder College; 17 Jan--

Laurie Baird—Portable CPR Machines; 24 Jan—Mary Young—Wachiay Friendship Centre; 
and 31 Jan—Sharon Conway—From Job Wave & Triumph 

• Larry Rennison informed us of the Rotary Curling Day to be held on Sunday, 19 March starting at 8 AM.  
For $35 per person one can enjoy 3 games of 4 ends each and dinner.  Dinner only is $20 per person.  
Entrants to bring a wrapped prize.  Larry left the sign-up sheet with John C so see him if interested. 

• Chip and Karen have a new grandchild, their 8th, a granddaughter, weighing in at close to 8 lbs! Chip 
contributed $40 to TRF (The Rotary Foundation) in celebration of the event. 

Attendance—3 January 
• Fifteen members, four visiting Rotarians: Linda Oprica and Bent Harder of the Rotary Club of Courtenay, 

Lynne Brandon and Larry Rennison of the Rotary Club of Strathcona Sunrise, one Rotary guest: Cathe 
Egan and our guest speaker, Rick Grinham.. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
• Chip celebrated his birthday on 8 January, Deb celebrates hers today, 10 January, and Kim celebrates hers 

tomorrow, 11 January.  Please wish everyone a Happy Birthday! 

Looking for a Sergeant-at-Arms 
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Lantern Parade .PAUL HARRIS SAID -- 
     “It is the conviction of Rotary 
International that the lasting peace 
which the world seeks is built on 
friendship, tolerance, and goodwill 
among people. Our instruments of peace 
are food, education, health care, 
environmental improvements, respect 
for all persons, and many other 
activities that we call humanitarian 
service.  Promoting international 
understanding and peace is what 
distinguishes Rotary from all other 
service clubs.”  

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner 

Each, last Saturday, Jan thru Apr.  Host 4 
people once, dine out twice.  Extra Saturday 
is  a backup.  So far, Bill A, Dodie and Jill, 
John C, Dave K, Deb, Chip, Dave S, Pauline, 
Cathe, Jon and Keith have signed up.  A sim-
ple way to get to know one another better.  
It is not a cooking contest.  Contact John: 
339-4068 or johnpegc@telus.net  to sign up. 

 

President Mac informed the club that President-Elect Dave will be attending pre-PETS (Presidents-Elect 
Training Seminar) in Qualicum soon followed by PETS in Seatac, WA so a replacement for him as Sergeant-
at-Arms is needed.  The successful candidate will begin his/her duties on 1 July with some on-the-job training 
opportunities likely available before then.  Although we see the S-at-A as mainly an entertaining finemaster, 
the position was originally created to ensure that the meeting room was ready to go and greeters were in 
place before the meeting commenced and that proper decorum prevailed throughout the meeting.  
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